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吓江沪thouse Log

f吧 ，击 ．吧，•~ !:!:,竺竺竺匕
庇 畔切池切矗应如1血仔 fe.asuret,血ti
血血 蚐 a血眈re,se红勋nof抑勹缸也比 励 岱

to 戊姊r吐e250!J细河哼 fit6血 气 『at
知如哄凶r气~t:Ven.t碑ta旰p知
如油切屿 屿 ＇．伽 叩已 今 叩·

已呻严咖 血 噬呤p知at
哗figfit如U$_寸 萨om9:00-lli(X)心血叩哗

气血产，pi'l吐仰枷 叩血 6ett护血
峙 ！哗 event isopen to ,t阮gen印raf'p面他
sop.如e叨记叩 心加 、血 峙 ，哼吐really
far叩彻 in.g~屿！

泣 驴µ.at珈L哲fit!
， 硒 玑孕妇 切尺扣忒妇

Two ver,y b.eau廿ful logos,were desigped for
this sp妇al year, and. it is otjt plan to use:.both
of them'it:,, various wc1ys, as fn,e·year
progresses,
The,foll咖ng 1109,0 was de:_signed and
presented to. the BLMA by Sandy and• tarry
氐zier, •newmembers of仇re Museum
Association. La叮·is the computer'gu可 at
,the:Jam.Eisto.wn Rre.ss,

.Josy Wright,, pn;sJdent•ofConanicutA代

Assoc;iation designed·the logo b创ow an'd it too
will be used in various·ways to rnark the
ev,ents of ou「annjyersary year..

You Ga.n'besu~. We'll pe~-s.e刮ng a greatdeal
of both of these logos and we are,more,.than
pleased tohave them.
Many thanks are d.ue'to Josie, Larry and
Sandy, three Vf!ry tale.nted pe-pple for givil1Q
ustwo.e叩ressive ways to higfilight this very
ir'hpo啦ntyea「.The Board of Directors, on
b.ehalf of ouc membership ext~nds many
tliapks for the•time and talent tt,at has been so
freely ,given. ©

A1 its r氐血 ·lil础血g,.'The-•Boa心fDireetors
晌i~so顽oftheap加，sin progr部sforthe2-SO札

II,

y如 clllebratjon.and are-pl咚ed'to p(邸ent a
caL啦dat Qfevents.
Highly emp_~as啤 is the need for·valunt茹s,, the
backbone of©ur whole.Museum邮rt. JFYOll'are
泗 和啦d inMlping. come:oµ,c;lo叨心 如 Ii吵ffor
ori血 吐iou,:Qll fyfuseun叩心dures and th如 pitch in
to.get u_~readyfor Spring and 伽e big year.
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O Saturday May 15

9:00 c1.m. Volunteer Orientation

11:00 a.m. Spring Clean Upl

o Monday - May 31 - 9:30 a.m.

Memorial Day Parade - come and march
proudly with usll

0 Saturday 令 June 19th 9:00 a.m. -
Memorial Service for Lighthouse Keepers

O Friday• July 2 (rain date. July 5小）at
dusk. - Fireworks at the Point.

o Saturday 气 August 14 (rain date 15th
Stamp Cancellation at 9:00 a.m.

Family Day - Noon to 4:00 p.m.

0 Tuesday -•September 14th
B.L.M.A Annual Meeting
(Specifics TBA)

O Saturday-October 16仇

Volunteer ARpreciation Luncheon
(.s严lflcsTBA)

Richard Sullivan has agreed to take on the
duties of the Volunteer Coordinator and is
calling people who have indica~ed an interest
in spending some part of 仇eir summer at one
ofthe most beautiful spots in the world.
Beautiful and ever-changing 啦tas, cooling
breezes. friendlyfaces - what more could we
ask? Give Richard a call, won't you, and say
you'll help out. (782-8316). We're sure you'll
be glad you did.

Museum will be open weekends and
holidays Noon - 3:00 p.m. from

5/30199 - 6/13/99 and 9/11199 - 10/11/99

Museum will open daily'from
10:00 am • 4:00 pm

6/19/99 - 9/6/99
©

,Sue Warsawski reported to the Board that sM
has been hard at work looking for suitable
items for the Gift Shop at the Museum and
has been successful in finding new and
interesting items - Shirts designed for the
250th; new 『ep阳s of Beavertail Lighthouse
and new books. Added to the extensive

va廿ety of stock already on hand, we should
have a diverse and interesting Gift Shop come
opening day..

This is an exciting time for Beavertail
Lighthouse enthusiasts and ideas flow from
everywhere on ways to celebrate it The
questlonaire which was included in the last
屯hthouse Log, produced some great
thoughts, all of which have been considered
by the 250111 Anniversary Committee - Jim
Munro and Richard Sullivan, co-chairs.
Thanks to all who took the time return it to us -
it.has been very helpful.©

A friendly reminder about as yet unpaid dues
has brought in a respectable number of
responses, but if yours are still not paid, won't
yo1,.1 please consider sending your check
soon? We have included• a du毡 schedule
with this newslett~r for your convenience. (If
you have already sent in your check please
feel free to pass the applicatlon on to
someone you know who has not yet joined ou
assbciation). W百II soon be facing some hefty
maintenance expense and sincerely thank you
in advance for your early response. One very
high ticket item will be the pain廿ng of the
exterior of all of the buildings. •

Be_avertail Ligh仇ousewlll mark 250 years in
1999 but it's only been 10 years since the
Beavertail Lighthouse Museum Association
tpok up the business of lighthouse keeping ;
and, although compared to the early days it is
more like light .housekeeping than llghthol.lse
keeping, the「e is still plenty to keep us all busy
around the point We hope that many of you
will want to spend a glorious morning at
Beavertall, and while there will pitch in an help
out with the qleanup inside and out, around
11:』00 a.m. on the 15仇 of May.•

The Holiday Open House, organized by Ann
Bucher, Anna Harrison-Auld and Linda
Warner was an afternoon to delight in.

Storms have raged, hurricanes ravaged,
people have been awed by the power of the
seas, and daring rescues have taken place, ,
and that of course is what lighthouses are all
about. But lighthouse families had occasion t
celebrate many happy, ·peaceful times as,well,
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to becsure. The recreation of Holiday Open
House was surely representative of those long
gone days of the past.

To step through the door on a windy, Wintry
day,, was to step back Into time - ,a time more
啦gant because of its quiet simplieity and lack
of hoopla and glitz.

The "Keeper" (Hugh Bucher) was there In
official uniform - to _greet his visitors;
nostesses were there, smiling and gracious;
the traditional cookies and qesserts were
there, tasting as wonderfully sweet and
comforting as they have since time
immemorial; the guests were there to greet
one another and tQ enjoy the wannth and
订adition of :holiday spirit radiating~eace on
earth, good will toward men.

Holiday greens nestled decoratively on the
sills and ledges of the windows, decked out
邓th festive red and gold ribbons and the
tables were laden wi!h punch, hot cider, coffee
and goodies to suit every taste. It was a
wonderful holiday celebration, delightfully
presented and we hope it will be repeated!

Door prizes were awarded to thosewho held
the lucky tickets and, the winners were Eileen
Higgins, Mary Mccann, Carol Gorton, Mr.
Winton, Diane Faria, Marion Pierce, Charlotte
Richardson, Laura Fiteau, Peg Breneiser and
Peter Groenkjaer , a visitor from Denmark.
Peter won a Beavertail cap and blinker button
and couldn't have been more delighted, as
you can see.. ,

Peter邻王喇却，叩 叩 1118hatandblinldng I句hiand可s凇

叩much印foyedh句啦 ltlo8E叨心也II Ugh吐 ＂迁 and 归

沁 Illyhe foundthere. He hopesthat one day he11 be able 19
comebacl(叩aln, •

FROM OUR HISTORY FILES:计a-following
article written by Roger Marshall appeared in

the Jamestown Press, 1992 issue of the
Summer Guide

BEAVERTAIL LIGHT STILL SIGNALS
MARINERS

Situated on the southernmost tip of Conanicut
Island, Be.avertail State Park offers scenic
views of Newport, Block Island and Point
Judith. Go there on a windy day and ,you'll be
awed'by the power of the waves crashing on
the rocks. But it Is the lighthouse dominating
the very tip of the island that has had the
greatest effect on the ocean state.

Imagine yourself here ona dark 对ndswept
night two and a half centuries ago. Th.e
shoreUne is dark except for a solitary light.
Newport Light as it was called then, la却ed
four years before it was burned to the ground.
,It was firs_t built In 1749 by Peter Harrison who
also designed and constructed the Redwood
Library and Touro Synagogue in Newport.
This lightwas a wooden tower 24 feet ac「OSS
the base and 69 feet high. A fire kept burning
at the top provided the only light. In the very
best of conditions this light was visible for
about seven or eight miles.

But this was probably not the first beacon to
be kept burning here. Evidence sugge啦 that
a beacon (contemporary accounts give the
range of a typical beacon to be between five
and seven miles), was ordered by
Jamestown's Town Coundl and was first lit
here about 1712. If this is true, then the
Newport Light at Beavertail may have been
the first operating light in North America.

The Newport, light was essential to shipping in
the early part of the seventeenth century.
There was no Interstate 95 and the journey
from New York to Boston overland could take
three weeks to a month, so shipping became
:the preferred r;nethod oftraveling. Most ships
traveling up and down. the coast put in at.
Newport, which was one of the largest citi~s
on the east coast at that time. Plus, Newport
merchants controlled much of the triangular
trade, as it was known; rum to Africa, slaves t
America and sugar to New England.
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..The, seoond·towerwas builtot brickand ste5ne
and w.as:64 feet t.ligh. lnterestil'l!:IJY, ,it is the
t>as,e of this·tower. th卧fo而sthecircular bas~
for仇~,soynd signal. This,tower wl:!s said to
be·poorly tohst司cted in a sur;v~y made only ij

fewyears'a他r'l,t Wl;!S ,b1;11lt. This :light la:;;t~d
inte the Revok1tionaiy Wi!.r pe计od,,when ft wa·s
burned fiy'the'British upoh thei「departure
fro巾 Newpert.
It was then restored and operated until 1'8S4
when a ,new lightwa,s buiU with funds ralsed
by a taxi巾pos的or\,shipping entei:ing the
bay.
TRe .light'has.,an impressive list of·firsts. !,twas
the first light 10:be, ~perpted b.y hydroQ~n ga$.
Un~I'this time lhe keeper 恼d to 笠叩 several
buckets of whale.oil up th:e tower every, day to
ke!:!p the 15'lamps bumipg d1:1rin,g 加~nigt,t:
But in 1792~叩English 1;1nQin.eerwas'.tile• first
,to light his house using,'the t.lydro,gert gas-.
:seing a seafaring port, merchan岱 in Newpott
I.earned.of.the: p沁笠 SS、and Da:vig Melville'of
Newpprt 行gured! o~ftomak8-~al.gps. I.JJ
1817, hewas allowed to ihstall a, g__as light in
'the BeavfJrtai11 ligflt tower. A merch.ant o·n
81ock Island reported that he could see tJ:ie
lig!'lt whiph ,much briQhtei;朊an the Point Ju啦h
ligHt. Unfort1:1natE!Jy forf;)avid Melville .arfd
m的ne~, the:wh乖oil lobbyforced him to
·remove his gear from the·tower·誰era one,
yea门fii:il.
Th1; li$Jpt !;las on[y, beeR .operated;by,ane
female keeper. Tt,at happened in 1·84~when
Ro~e代 Weeden die.<;! suddenly .am:d,his wife
Damaris c;qntin1Jed :to, A,m 1he li_ght'.
lh 185j, it~吹uire,d a fl,8W f9gho1111 inventedby
Celadon Dabell of New. L:onoor'i. l'ne
contraption had .a vibratinQ 卤ed ihside a. long
trum.P.et·. The,signal was sounded by.an -air
oompresso「anveh by,a nerse, Thiswas
tttahged·afew .yea-rs later to a S·-inah sfeam
whistle and !ht;m to anQtbe,r vari'ant of·the
Oaboll t:lom Many d临rentfog·siQnals were
tested,·at. the''light the;following"yea飞，

Tne e;;.urrerit tower dates from 1854:when
＄礼 500was apprcipriated for i比 cQn·s~ction.
It was one,of tbe first to have a third: order
Freshe] !eris imported'from France, (The first

,Fresnel lens in America wa.s- lnstalled···1n New
Yo权s ,Navesink light. The$e lenses·v,:么~re
ma_p_e of m1;1ny pieces qf gles.scand were
in可edicty co叩exto asse叩le. Bllt, .as lon'g
as ttre keeper rem、embered to et:e印 the glass.
it increasedthe vj~ib,ili).y of the light
韵mend01JS!Y·- The, curr:e的i91ith·ouse
keepe咭hoQse was,added in 1:a9a·and now
serves a$ ;tt:ie B,eavertail _Lighthouse Museum...
lh 1939, the8旦re.au ef Llghthou,$~S was
abolish的an.d ca诧 of the Ilg证passed o西r to
the Coast Gl!ard. .A:t :this time thG'fourth 1order
Fresrael lens was refu巾iSbed and light
conve.rt的,to a 240,000-·eand厄 power electric
lig廿t: The fog Mm w-1s,al'sa .m.odified to Ile
po哗r.ed,·b炉~le如cally drivel'! 到r
compressors.
In th~.early 1【970s the'ligtltwas controlled by a
keeper Who, stood f\is~atchat仇e,light, buf
was part of the c;·c1stJe Hill Coast G1,1ard
de.tachm.ent. The- fo§sigoal was aut9mated ih
1,9.88•,a~叭h~lightnow runs, continuously

颂庐晌 血份'jiimeSf;QZUh,

i-A,1P'artin,-g Sh9t••..
A如afratjlci cony的卿 阁ea,Sed Qyth~毁叩!lf

，'6f Niival Operations.
#1: !?l够$1:)J,!lvert仰ureou啦 15 !i钩知邸 1o ttie
no代hto1a心1d acolli.sloo.
#2: R函mm或~-you• dj\lertYOUR,、eol)rs~,1'5尸 瑕s tp.the.•South、to avoid 自啤 sloo.
钰 而s,,is theCl,fptain of'a US'N辑 ship. I say
,again; dlwertYOUR心urse·.
妇 ：'No广 ，1,迎·Y·fl9aln, 如邱 YOUR,.~ursel
钰 THIS;dSA US'AIRO祀FT C'AijR,IER. WE
'ARE<,A'LARGE WARStiiP. b晔RTYO顷
如U邸ENOWIU
拉:·T邯s ls Pug.et Sound'Lighthou茹i lt'li•y0ur

1 卤IL..,


